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Foreword to the book 

and author
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�.Vm XIere are Xe HoinH tIis Zear  � � �5o Greece!�

&verZ Zear riHIt at tIe start oG tIe sVmmer IolidaZs * GoVnd mZselG 
on mZ XaZ to soVtIern &Vrope XitI mZ GamilZ. &arlZ on * Xas 
Hripped CZ a certain Gascination tIat Ias staZed XitI me ever since. 
*s it tIe intense sVn  0r perIaps tIe smell oG tIe moVntain IerCs  *s 
it tIe people or tIe GreeL Good  0nce ZoV Gall in love XitI tIe 
coVntrZ ZoV Xill alXaZs come CacL. 4o one daZ * Iad no cIoice CVt 
to pacL mZ oXn CacLpacL and Het on a plane. 4ince tIen * Iave 
Ceen to Greece several times a Zear � mostlZ to $rete or Gavdos. 

#Vt XIo is XritinH tIis CooL  * am %avid 2� Zears old and actVallZ a 
CioloHZ teacIer. 8Ien *�m not in tIe classroom * pVt on mZ 
CacLpacL and travel soVtI. 'or me a CacLpacL tent and maZCe a 
rental car are tIe onlZ Vtensils needed to GVllZ immerse mZselG in 
GreeL island liGe. )otels and all�inclVsive are not XIat * am looLinH 
Gor. * Xant to Het to LnoX tIe people and tIe cVltVre. An VnLnoXn 
patI tIat is not listed in everZ travel HVide oGGers tIe Hreatest added 
valVe Gor me. And * am not alone in tIis. &speciallZ in varioVs Iostels 
on $rete ZoV meet manZ CacLpacLers and Greedom�lovinH people. 
*t�s a perGect place to eYcIanHe neX eYperiences Vnder a starrZ sLZ 
and a cold Ceer and to constantlZ eYpand ZoVr oXn Iori[ons. *n 
conversations XitI otIer Iostel visitors some oG XIom Iave Ceen 
travellinH to tIe GreeL islands Gor manZ decades tIe term �Gavdos� 
came Vp aHain and aHain. * listened eaHerlZ to tIe stories. An island 
tIat is sVpposed to Ce paraEJTJaDaM�aOE�pFrGFDt.
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Juniperus macrocarpa- many of the trees are hundreds of years old

Sarakiniko before sunrise
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'ar aXaZ Grom tIe CiH toVrism XitI KVst over ��� inIaCitants. 4o * 
Ieard tIat on Gavdos ZoV can camp GreelZ on tIe CeacI. 3iHIt on 
tIe sand Vnder tIe starrZ sLZ XIicI is sVpposed to Ce one oG tIe 
Cest in &Vrope. 0n Gavdos ZoV are completelZ Gree. * Gelt someXIat 
reminded oG tIe Gilm �5Ie #eacI� XitI -eonardo %i $aprio. .Z 
cVriositZ HreX immeasVraClZ. *t Xas immediatelZ clear to me� * Iave 
to Ho to Gavdos! * sat doXn at mZ laptop and started researcIinH. 
)oX do ZoV Het to tIe island  )oX oGten does tIe Coat Ho  8Iere 
can * camp or staZ overniHIt  Are tIere anZ services  *s tIere even 
a sVpermarLet  Are tIere toilets and pVClic sIoXers  %VrinH mZ 
searcI it RVicLlZ Cecame apparent tIat even in tIe aHe oG tIe 
internet onlZ scant inGormation is availaCle. Apart Grom a sIort 
8iLipedia article and individVal GorVm entries onlZ verZ little 
sVCstantial and coIerent inGormation coVld Ce GoVnd. *n part tIinHs 
Xere contradictorZ. 3eal travel HVides Xere also not availaCle. 

4o * Iad no cIoice CVt to HraC tIe tent pacL tIe Has cooLer CVZ a 
ticLet and KVst Iead to Gavdos mZselG. 4ince tIen * see tIe Xorld a 
Cit diGGerentlZ � tIat�s IoX special Gavdos is. AGter mZ Girst visit in 
2��� * am reHVlarlZ draXn CacL to tIe island. * spent manZ montIs 
in tIe place tIat Ias Cecome an aCsolVte place oG lonHinH Gor me. * 
Xas aCle to eYperience JTMaOE� MJGF live XitI local Gamilies and 
celeCrate Gestivals XitI tIem. * Cecame an islander mZselG Gor a 
XIile learned tIe secrets oG tIe island and HradVallZ Vnderstood 
IoX liGe XorLs in tIis special place. 0ver time tIe idea matVred in 
me to Xrite a travel HVide aCoVt Gavdos in XIicI all tIe important 
inGormation XoVld Ce presented in a clear and concise XaZ. 4ince * 
spent a lot oG time on tIe soVtIernmost point oG &Vrope * Xas aCle 
to incorporate eYtensive LnoXledHe mZ oXn eYperiences and a lot 
oG JOTJEFr� JOGorNatJoO into tIe CooL � inGormation tIat ZoV Xon�t 
Gind on tIe internet. 5Ie researcI Gor tIe CooL tooL montIs. * 
intervieXed locals restaVrants and accommodation made pIone 
and video calls and XalLed to everZ corner oG tIe island to HatIer as 
mVcI and detailed inGormation as possiCle.
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AGter tIe CooL Xas alreadZ pVClisIed in German a GeX montIs 
earlier * tooL a lot oG time and eGGort to XorL on tIe &nHlisI version. 
-arHe parts oG tIis CooL Xere Xritten on Gavdos. 0ver tIe Xinter oG 
2�2��24 tIe CooL Xas completelZ revised Vpdated eYpanded 
and re�researcIed. /eX cIapters Xere added and cIanHes on tIe 
island Xere incorporated into tIe CooL. :oV Xill also Gind 
occasional cross�reGerences to mZ neX XeCsite 	XXX.Havdos�
travellinH.com
 in tIe CooL. 0n mZ CloH posts and inGormation 
aCoVt tIe island Xill Ce pVClisIed reHVlarlZ. *G ZoV miss tIe island 
aGter ZoVr retVrn trip ZoV can satisGZ ZoVr lonHinH tIere. 
-arHe parts oG tIis CooL Xere Xritten on Gavdos. #eGore mZ Girst trip 
to tIis XonderGVl island * XisIed * Iad a CooL liLe tIis. *t Xill serve 
as an ideal CaTJT� Gor� pMaOOJOg ZoVr dream trip to Gavdos. 5Iis 
travel HVide is modern Vp�to�date and aCove all it sIoVld Hive ZoV 
an aVtIentic and personal approacI to tIe island. All tips and 
recommendations Gor restaVrants XeCsites or otIer tIinHs are 
XitIoVt eYception Cased on mZ oXn positive travel eYperiences. /o 
one Ias paid me Gor anZtIinH or asLed me Gor a placement.

As * am passionate aCoVt photography tIis CooL oGGers a 
Hood occasion to VnderlaZ tIe manZ XonderGVl impressions tIis 
place Ias to oGGer XitI a mVltitVde oG mZ oXn pIotoHrapIic 
impressions. *n addition a map made especiallZ Gor tIis CooL 
XIicI can Ce GoVnd at tIe CacL oG tIe CooL oGGers ZoV GVll 
orientation. *G ZoV Xant to learn more aCoVt tIe mZsterioVs Gavdos 
� tIe soVtIernmost island in &Vrope � tIis CooL is KVst riHIt Gor ZoV. 
-et tIe KoVrneZ CeHin. * Iope ZoV enKoZ ZoVr trip!

5o tIe Gavdos 8eCsite
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Who is Gavdos suitable for?

8IetIer sinHle travellers small HroVps or Gamilies XitI cIildren. 
8IetIer ZoVnH or old. 0n Gavdos ZoV Xill meet a Xide ranHe oG 
people. :oV are oGGered a special IolidaZ eYperience. *G ZoV are 
looLinH Gor a clVC IolidaZ liLe to Ho sIoppinH and attacI Hreat 
importance to CeacI entertainment ZoV are VnGortVnatelZ XronH 
tIere. )otels or sIoppinH malls are noXIere to Ce GoVnd. 5Iere are 
TJY�NJOJ�NarLFtT on tIe entire island tIat Xill provide ZoV XitI tIe 
most important Vtensils. 

Gavdos is verZ small � onlZ �� Lmr in si[e. 5IeoreticallZ everZtIinH 
is XitIin XalLinH distance. 5Iere are small Xell�maintained roaET Gor 
motorised veIicles CVt petrol stations do not eYist. As Gavdos is not 
connected to tIe national poXer Hrid diesel Henerators Iave to 
prodVce electricitZ. 8Ien tIe Henerators Gail or are sXitcIed oGG tIe 
liHIts Ho oVt. 6nless tIere is a solar sZstem on tIe rooG.  

5Ie KoVrOFy 	 $Iapter 2
 and tIe entire staZ sIoVld Ce Xell 
planned. *G tIe XeatIer does not cooperate it can Iappen tIat tIe 
Coats do not operate and tIe staZ Ias to Ce eYtended Vntil tIe 
XeatIer permits a crossinH aHain. .ost IolidaZmaLers come to 
Gavdos to camp on tIe CeacI. )oXever iG ZoV Xant to eYplore tIe 
island XitIoVt IavinH to sleep in a tent ZoV can also rent one oG tIe 
invitinH accommodations. -ocal Gamilies oGGer small cosZ private Glats 
in tIe traditional arcIitectVral stZle Gor a small amoVnt oG moneZ.
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Gavdos’ nature needs protection!

8Ioever comes to Gavdos mVst LnoX tIat tIe natVre oG tIe island is 
sometIinH verZ special and in need oG eYtreme protection. .anZ 
plants are IVndreds oG Zears old. 5Ie plant and animal species tIat 
occVr are rare. 4ome oG tIem are endanHered. &verZone XIo 
comes to Gavdos mVst appreciate tIe island�s natVre and treat it XitI 
care. &verZone Ias a responsiCilitZ.

Protect nature!

Respect nature!

Please!

#e HrateGVl Gor XIat it Hives ZoV! 5Ie natVre deserves it. Let 
the plants and animals live a peaceful life. %o not CreaL oGG 
CrancIes. %o not tIroX trasI in tIe landscape. 5aLe everZtIinH XitI 
ZoV. *t also doesn�t IVrt to picL Vp trasI iG ZoV Gind anZ. 5rZ to avoid 
plastic CaHs even iG tIeZ are constantlZ oGGered in tIe sVpermarLets.

1lastic and plastic CaHs are one oG tIe CiHHest proClems Gor 
natVre in Greece.

5IroX plastic Cottles into tIe speciallZ made containers. 
$ontainers Iave Ceen set Vp in tIe villaHes Gor tIis pVrpose. 
3emove tIe plastic Cottle caps and dispose oG tIem separatelZ. Also 
trZ to save as mVcI Xater as possiCle since tIe island is eYtremelZ 
drZ. Avoid VnnecessarilZ lonH sIoXers.

/ever GorHet tIat tIe XIole oG Greece especiallZ Gavdos is sVCKect 
to a constant risL oG Gorest Gires. 'or manZ montIs not a drop oG rain 
Galls. &ven tIe smallest sparL is enoVHI to start a CiH Gire. *t Hoes 
XitIoVt saZinH tIat open Gires sIoVld not Ce made and ciHarette 
CVtts sIoVld not Ce tIroXn into natVre.

We are all responsible for preserving the beauty of this 
place.
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How do I get to Gavdos?

5Ie crossinH to Gavdos is onlZ possiCle CZ ferry Grom tIe island oG 
Crete � more preciselZ Grom tIe small ports in 1aleocIora and $Iora 
4GaLion. *G ZoV start Grom &Vrope ZoVr KoVrneZ is divided into � parts� 
The flight to $rete the bus ride to tIe ports in 1aleocIora or $Iora 
4GaLion and GinallZ the crossing to Gavdos itselG.

The � ight to Crete

5o Het to $rete ZoV can cIoose Grom manZ cIeap GliHIt 
connections especiallZ in sVmmer. * recommend tIe XeCsite 
�4LyTDaOOFr�DoN� to compare prices. :oV sIoVld tIen maLe tIe 
CooLinH ZoVrselG on tIe respective airline�s oXn IomepaHe. 5Iis Xill 
save ZoV moneZ. *G ZoV are a Cit GleYiCle in terms oG time and don�t 
necessarilZ need an eYact daZ or departVre airport ZoV can Gind 
GliHIts tIere Gor �� eVros CotI at sIort notice 	�last minVte�
 and 
planned Gor lonHer periods. * once GleX Grom -eip[iH 	GermanZ
 to 
$rete Gor � eVros. * VsVallZ enter �GermanZ� as tIe ĻdepartVre 
airportļ in tIe searcI Car and Iave tIe entire montI in XIicI mZ 
planned trip is located displaZed. 5Ien ZoV can see directlZ XIicI 
airports oGGer tIe cIeapest connections. :oV can cIoose CetXeen 
$haOJa )FraLMJoO and 4JtJa as ZoVr destination airport on $rete. 
)eraLlion is larHer and more GreRVented CVt not necessarilZ 
cIeaper. &speciallZ in sVmmer it is XortI considerinH $Iania 
airport. 'ar to tIe east oG $rete tIere is a neXlZ developed airport 
in 4itia. *G ZoV can Gind a cIeap GliHIt tIere IoXever ZoV mVst Cear 
in mind tIat 4itia is verZ Gar Grom tIe rest. 5o Het to Gavdos later 
ZoV XoVld Iave to cross almost tIe entire island Grom east to Xest 	at 
least � IoVrs CZ CVs
. %VrinH tIe �toVrJTt� TFaToO� CetXeen earlZ 
and late sVmmer tIere are nVmeroVs scIedVled GliHIts tIat GlZ Grom 
all over &Vrope to $rete XitIoVt a stopover. 3Zanair 
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&asZ+et $ondor 5Vi'lZ and AeHean Air sIoVld Ce mentioned Iere 
as loX�cost airlines. %VrinH tIe Xinter montIs tIis oGGer is massivelZ 
redVced. $rete can noX onlZ Ce reacIed via stopovers in AtIens or 
5IessaloniLi. 5Iere are also siHniGicant VpXard price corrections. 
5Iose XIo XoVld liLe to aWoJE�GMyJOg can also Het to $rete CZ GerrZ. 
'rom AtIens ZoV can Het tIere verZ easilZ. #Vt Gerries also leave Gor 
$rete Grom manZ otIer locations. Ļ'erries.Hrļ is a Hood XeCsite to 
compare all GerrZ roVtes CetXeen most GreeL islands.

In a nutshell

Â "Skyscanner.com" Gor comparison

Â 7arietZ oG cheap flights

Â Early to late summer: direct GliHIts Grom manZ
&Vropean cities to $rete

Â Winter: 4topover in AtIens or 5IessaloniLi

Â %estination airports in $rete� Heraklion,Chania or Sitia

Â Ferry to $rete iG ZoV Xant to avoid GlZinH

The bus ride to Paleochora or Chora 
Sfakion

5Ie landinH staHes oG tIe Gavdos Gerries on $rete are located in tIe 
soVtI�Xestern toXns oG Chora Sfakion or Paleochora. #otI places 
can onlZ Ce reacIed CZ CVs or car Grom Chania. #otI roVtes are 
aCoVt tIe same lenHtI. &speciallZ in sVmmer XIen tIe oVtside 
temperatVre is over �� deHrees tIese CVs KoVrneZs over endless 
serpentine roads are a toVHI test. * VsVallZ taLe an anti�naVsea taClet 
XitI me to avoid Xorse. 5Ie CVs connections can Ce GoVnd on tIe 
XeCsite oG tIe local CVs companZ �,5&-� 	XXX.e�Ltel.com
.
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*n most cases tIe veIicle is not insVred Gor Gavdos as most veIicles 
rented in $rete are also onlZ insVred Gor $rete. *G necessarZ ZoV can 
taLe oVt additional insVrance Gor a small amoVnt oG moneZ. 5Ie price 
oG car transport on tIe GerrZ is aroVnd 4� eVros. :oV can also save 
ZoVrselG tIe troVCle and rent a car on Gavdos 	 cIapter �
. 5Ie 
crossinH on tIe GerrZ Grom AnendZL Geels liLe a small crVise. :oV 
move comGortaClZ across tIe Xater. %VrinH tIe stops on $rete ZoV 
can enKoZ CreatItaLinH vieXs oG tIe �-eGLa 0ri�. 7ieXs oG tIe $retan 
soVtI coast tIat ZoV coVld never Het otIerXise. 5Ie atmospIere 
on Coard is relaYed XitI Hood mVsic plaZinH most oG tIe time. 'or 
reasonaCle prices ZoV can CVZ cold Ceer or a GresI Grappe.

AnendZL is cVrrentlZ tIe onlZ GerrZ companZ operatinH to tIe 
soVtIernmost island in &Vrope. 5Ie �Gavdos $rVises� service XIicI 
oGGered Gast crossinHs XitIin an IoVr no lonHer eYists. 5Ie sailinH 
times oG �AnendZL� cIanHe several times a Zear. )oXever scIedVle 
cIanHes are annoVnced Xell in advance. :oV can Gind oVt aCoVt tIe 
GerrZ�s cVrrent timetaCles and prices on mZ XeCsite �XXX.Havdos�
travellinH.com�.

5o tIe cVrrent timetaCles oG tIe GerrZ 5Ie Coat to paradise
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Accommodation

)olidaZs on Gavdos are sZmColic oG JOEJWJEVaM� toVrJTN. 5Iere 
are no CiH Iotels and in all liLeliIood tIere Xon�t Ce anZ in tIe 
GVtVre � it�s too mVcI oG a Iassle Gor tIe masses to reacI tIe island. 
:oV Xill Ce oGGered a small selection oG accommodation and rooms 
scattered aroVnd tIe island. 5Ie oGGers can Ce vieXed and 
reserved via tIe VsVal CooLinH portals 	e.H. CooLinH.com
 or Gor 
some on tIeir oXn XeCsites. *t is advisaCle to maLe tIe 
CooLinH directlZ XitI tIe respective accommodation as tIe larHe 
CooLinH portals noX cIarHe a sVCstantial commission. *n tIis XaZ 
ZoV can also sVpport tIe locals a little. &verZ Iost is IappZ to 
receive a CooLinH CZ pIone or Grom tIeir oXn XeCsites. %VrinH 
tIe hFJght� oG� TVNNFr tIe larHe rVsI on tIe GeX HVestIoVses 
resVlts in a RVicL CooLinH oVt. 4o iG ZoV are planninH a sVmmer 
IolidaZ in Gavdos and Xant to sleep in a covered room ZoV 
sIoVld CooL as earlZ as possiCle. *n peaL season room rates 
averaHe ŗ���6� per niHIt. *n earlZ sVmmer or aVtVmn prices 
VsVallZ Ho doXn a Cit. 5Ie apartments are VsVallZ rVn CZ local 
GaNJMJFT. 5Ie small Glats are oGten CVilt in tIe old traditional stZle 
e.H. a stone cottaHe XitI its oXn terrace or CalconZ. :oV
sIoVld not eYpect Hreat lVYVrZ CVt a GeelinH oG HenVine GreeL
IospitalitZ. &verZ HVest is taLen care oG. :oV Het tIe GeelinH oG CeinH
part oG tIe GamilZ. .ost accommodation inclVdes a private Glat XitI
CatIroom and a small LitcIen. A CalconZ or terrace is VsVallZ also
inclVded. 5Ie electricitZ comes Grom diesel Henerators or tIe solar
panels on tIe rooG. 4ome oG tIem oGGer eYtensive caterinH in tIeir in�
IoVse taverna. *n tIe GolloXinH list ZoV Xill Gind a selection oG
diGGerent accommodations toHetIer XitI tIeir services and special
GeatVres.
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So� a Rooms Gavdos (near Agios 
Ioannis)

Â .odern Glats XitI CalconZ and sea vieX

Â 3ooms CVild XitI local stone and Xood
Â All oG tIe rooms eRVipped XitI air conditioninH reGriHerator

and 8i'i

Â %ream CeacI AHios *oannis mini marLet and tXo otIer tavernas
XitIin less tIan �� min XalLinH distance

Â Good CVs connection
Â 0nlZ CooLaCle via oXn XeCsite 	XXX.soGiaroomsHavdos.com


CZ pIone or on site

Â 0Xn taverna XitI eYcellent cVisine 	Cest in AHios *oannis
 	
$Iapter 7
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Villages and civilisation
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Vatsiana and Ambelos - witnesses of 
days gone by

5Ie spirit oG tIe island can onlZ Ce GVllZ Vnderstood once ZoV Iave 
made a trip to tIe tXo aCandoned villaHes oG 7atsiana and AmCelos. 
#otI places seem as iG tIeZ Iave a lot to tell tIe visitor. :et tIeZ 
remain silent. 5Ie atmospIere in tIe air is mZstical almost eerie. 
5Iere are onlZ GeX reports aCoVt tIese tXo places CotI on tIe 
internet and in literatVre. 7atTJaOa is oGGiciallZ considered tIe 
soVtIernmost settlement in &Vrope. 5Ie villaHe is located on tIe 
edHe oG tIe Carren and lonelZ soVtIern tip oG tIe island. *t is 
eYtremelZ rare to meet a soVl tIere. 4Ieep and Hoats Iave lonH 
since taLen over. 5IeZ noX control tIe old Xalls. 0Gten ZoV Iear 
notIinH � eYcept Gor tIe Xind XIistlinH tIroVHI tIe cracLs in tIe old 
Xalls or a Cell Grom tIe Hoats tIat roam tIroVHI tIe place. 5Ie 
cIVrcI and tIe cemeterZ are amonH tIe GeX remaininH CVildinHs in 
tIe villaHe todaZ. *ndividVal IoVses Iave Ceen reCVilt and serve as 
private residences. 5Ie island pastor � a tIoroVHIlZ important man 
on Gavdos � is one oG tIe GeX inIaCitants oG 7atsiana. An elderlZ 
ladZ XIo lives alone in Ier old GarmIoVse is also one oG tIem. 0Gten 
sIe does not see a soVl Gor several daZs. 5Ie doctor comes CZ at 
reHVlar intervals to cIecL Vp on Ier. 

At tIe entrance to tIe villaHe tIe �5rJpJtJ�(aWEoT�$aG©� Xelcomes 
tIe rare arrivals. 5Iere Vsed to Ce a small island mVseVm in 7atsiana. 
5Iis Ias since Ceen moved to .etocIi 	neYt to tIe restaVrant
. *n 
aCoVt �.� IoVrs ZoV can XalL alonH an easilZ accessiCle and 
scenicallZ impressive patI to tIe soVtIernmost point oG &Vrope � 
$apF�5rJpJtJ 	 cIapter �
. *n addition 7atsiana is connected to 
,orGos via a CeaVtiGVl IiLinH trail. 7atsiana itselG is connected to tIe 
rest oG tIe island CZ a paved road. 7erZ rarelZ a CVs comes CZ to 
collect tIe IiLers cominH Grom 5ripiti. 5aLe ZoVr time eYplore tIe 
place and eYperience tIe atmospIere. *t�s XortI it! 
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5Ie villaHe oG "NCFMoT to tIe nortIXest is similarlZ lonelZ and 
modest. /ot Gar aXaZ ZoV Xill Gind tIe old and noX restored 
liHItIoVse 	1Iaros
 XIicI Ias Cecome perIaps tIe most GamoVs 
landmarL oG Gavdos and is considered tIe Cest place Gor sVnsets 
on tIe island. AmCelos is tIe IiHIest sitVated villaHe and resemCles 
a HIost toXn. $rVmClinH GoVndation Xalls and piles oG stones 
cIaracterise tIe atmospIere. #Vt one tIinH stands oVt immediatelZ� 
5Ie cIVrcI is Xell maintained and looLs liLe neX. 5Zpical Gor 
Greece! 6nliLe all tIe otIer villaHes tIere is no otIer inGrastrVctVre 
in AmCelos eYistinH. $oGGee Xater or Good Xill Ce Iard to Gind. 
0nlZ tIree Gamilies live amonH tIe rVins in restored IoVses. 0ne oG 
tIese IoVses Xas Vsed CZ tIe /a[is as tIeir IeadRVarters dVrinH 
tIe 4econd 8orld 8ar. :es even Gavdos Xas occVpied CZ tIe 
Germans. As tIe soVtIernmost spot in &Vrope it Xas considered a 
strateHicallZ important point. AmCelos is tIe ideal startinH point Gor a 
IiLe to 1otaNoT� CFaDh. 'rom tIere it taLes aCoVt �.� IoVrs to 
XalL doXn aCoVt ��� metres in altitVde. 5Ie XaZ CacL reRVires 
more time as ZoV Iave to scramCle CacL Vp tIe moVntain. :oV 
sIoVld leave ZoVr Glip� Glops CeIind Gor once. Good GootXear Xill 
Ce essential Gor tIis XalL 	 $Iapter �
.

4ome oG tIe residents oG AmCelos
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Tripiti

A GVll Gavdos eYploration deGinitelZ inclVdes a trip to $ape 5ripiti tIe 
soVtIernmost point in &Vrope 	 $Iapter �
� 3iHIt neYt to tIe 
rVHHed rocL Gormation is tIe pFCCMF� CFaDh oG tIe same name 
5ripiti. 5Ie stones on tIe CeacI are RVite larHe and sometimes 
diGGicVlt to XalL on. 8Ien HoinH into tIe Xater ZoV Iave to Ce 
careGVl not to slip. 5Ie leGt side oG tIe CeacI is Cetter Gor sXimminH. 
5Ie Xater looLs Gantastic is crZstal clear and tVrRVoise ClVe. 5Iis 
CeacI is particVlarlZ captivatinH CecaVse oG its VniRVe and GascinatinH 
landscape. A GeX minVtes� XalL toXards tIe CacL oG tIe CeacI ZoV 
Xill Gind a TaMt�paO. %VrinH tIe sVmmer montIs ZoV can easilZ XalL 
tIroVHI it CVt in Xinter tIe Xater collects tIere. 5Ie CiHHest IiHIliHIt 
oG 5ripiti aXaits ZoV at tIe soVtIern end. 5Ie rocLZ DapF XIicI is 
VndercVt CZ several imposinH arcI�sIaped openinHs closes oGG tIe 
island and at tIe same time tIe entire &Vropean continent at tIe 
soVtIernmost point.  
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Cafés and taverns
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5Ie tavernas and caG©s oG Gavdos are mostlZ verZ traditional and 
aVtIenticallZ rVn restaVrants tIat Xill maLe ZoVr Ieart Ceat Gaster iG ZoV 
love GreeL Good. 5Iere is no mass processinH all HVests are taLen 
care oG. 0Gten tIe restaVrants are rVn CZ tIe XIole GamilZ. &verZ visit 
to tIe restaVrant is special and represents an individVal eYperience. *n 
manZ places ZoV dont Gind a Ļreal menVļ. 0Gten tIeZ cooL XIat is 
availaCle at tIe moment or XIat GisI Xas caVHIt tIe previoVs niHIt. 
5Ie dailZ disIes are displaZed on small CoarET at tIe entrance oG tIe 
tavernas. 0r simplZ asL tIe Xaiters and tIeZ Xill tell ZoV tIe cVrrent 
disIes. 1otatoes veHetaCles salads meat disIes GresIlZ caVHIt GisI 
and oG coVrse lots oG olive oil and 5[at[iLi encIant tIe tonHVe. 5Iere 
are also delicioVs desserts and traditional pastries. 5Ie standard and 
RValitZ oG Good is verZ IiHI on Gavdos! 7eHetarians and veHans 	liLe 
me
 can also Gind sVitaCle places. )oXever mZ eYperience in recent 
Zears Ias sIoXn tIat some tavernas are less sVitaCle Gor veHetarians 
or veHans as oGten onlZ meat or GisI disIes Xere oGGered. *n tIe list at 
tIe Cottom oG tIis cIapter * Xill mention XIicI tavernas are sVitaCle 
Gor people XIo Xant to avoid meat or animal prodVcts in tIeir diet.

Almost all oG tIese places are open all daZ dVrinH tIe sVmmer montIs 
and serve Iot meals Grom morninH to niHIt. :oV can Iave a Hood 
CreaLGast relaY XitI a Grappe or coGGee dVrinH tIe daZ and Iave a 
candleliHIt dinner late at niHIt. *t is RVite common Gor some visitors to 
taLe a seat in tIeir GavoVrite taverna in tIe morninH Iave a coGGee and 
an omelette and onlZ leave in tIe eveninH aGter tIeir GiGtI Ceer and 
second raLi. 4oVtIern GreeL island liGestZle tIat�s XIat it�s called! *G 
ZoV�re not sVre XIicI meal to cIoose or iG ZoV�re not tIat Gamiliar 
XitI GreeL cVisine some tavernas Xill let ZoV peeL into tIe cooLinH 
pot XIen ZoV asL nicelZ! 4o iG ZoV�re overXIelmed CZ tIe stVnninH 
selection oG delicioVs disIes tIeZ�ll Ce IappZ to sIoX ZoV into tIe 
LitcIen so ZoV can see Gor ZoVrselG XIat tIeZ Iave to cIoose Grom. 
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*G ZoV Iaven�t Ceen particVlarlZ IVnHrZ CZ tIis point ZoVr stomacI 
Xill Ce HroXlinH. *n +VlZ and AVHVst tIeZ are VsVallZ Xell GreRVented 
CVt XitIoVt CeinH VnpleasantlZ croXded. 4ome taverns oGten 
GVnction as meetinH places Gor IolidaZmaLers oG all Linds. 5Iere is 
mVsic Grom tIe lZre or people sinH toHetIer. 4o Gar none oG tIe 
restaVrants Ias strVcL me as neHative in anZ XaZ. 8itIoVt eYception 
tIe Good is Hood everZXIere. /evertIeless some oG tIe tavernas 
stand oVt in a particVlarlZ positive XaZ or are especiallZ XortI 
mentioninH CecaVse oG some oG tIeir specialities. *n tIe GolloXinH 
some oG tIe restaVrants are presented CrieGlZ and clearlZ.

The Four Brothers (Sarakiniko)

Â 3omantic nice and eYtremelZ invitinH local GamilZ taverna ZoV
eat XitI ZoVr Geet in tIe sand directlZ on tIe CeacI

Â 5Ie taCles are placed in tIe sand in tIe eveninH ZoV eat CZ
candleliHIt

Â *nHredients Grom oXn prodVction and Harden

Â All daZ tIere is a cIoice oG diGGerent traditional disIes

Â 5Ie meal is pVt toHetIer accordinH to ZoVr XisIes

Â .ost oG tIe time tIe motIer oG tIe GamilZ or +orHos tIe GatIer
cooLs

Â 5Ie sons Ielp in tIe tavern all daZ and Hive ZoV Hreat IospitalitZ
and service

Â )ammocLs invite ZoV to staZ

Â 5IeZ reHVlarlZ prepare sXeets and pastries

Â 1articVlarlZ sVitaCle Gor veHetarians and veHans
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Sarakiniko - Agios Ioannis – Lavrakas - Pyrgos

%Vration� approY. � IoVrs 	tIere and CacL


1erIaps tIe most CeaVtiGVl CFaDh�toVr� :oV Geel as iG ZoV Iave Ceen 
transported to a 4oVtI 4ea island. 5Ie IiLe leads mostlZ tIroVHI sand 
CVt is still pleasant to XalL. &Ycept Gor one spot CeIind AH. *oannis tIe 
patI is neitIer danHeroVs nor particVlarlZ strenVoVs. 'VrtIermore tIe 
entire trail is marLed. 'rom tIe CeacI oG 4araLiniLo a small patI leads at 
tIe nortI�Xestern end past tIe �)oVse oG &Yiles� to tIe paWFE�roaE�to 
AHios *oannis. 5Ie road is RViet XitI little traGGic and oGGers maHniGicent 
vieXs alonH tIe coast all tIe XaZ to tIe coast oG $rete. *n aCoVt �� 
minVtes ZoV reacI tIe end oG tIe road and tVrn onto a EVTty�traDL tIat 
GinallZ ends at tIe car parL oG AHios *oannis. )ere ZoV Iave tIe 
opportVnitZ to replenisI ZoVr Xater and Good sVpplies as tIere is 
notIinH more to come. 'irst ZoV XalL a sIort distance on sIarp stones 
tIen tIe patI leads tIroVHI a CeaVtiGVl dVne landscape dotted XitI 
KVniper trees to tIe CeacI oG "gJoT�*oaOOJT� AGter aCoVt �� minVtes 
ZoV reacI tIe actVal CeacI XIicI CZ tIe XaZ Xas named aGter tIe 
cIVrcI AHios *oannis XIicI is located aCove tIe nortIXestern end oG 
tIe CeacI 	IiLinH tip!
. At Ie Xestern end oG tIe CaZ tIe patI narroXs 
and ZoV XalL on a small and steep patI alonH a cliGG. #e especiallZ 
careGVl at tIis point as it is easZ to slip oGG. 5o ZoVr riHIt is an edHe tIat 
Hoes doXn a GeX metres. *G ZoV do tIe IiLe in tIe eveninH maLe sVre 
ZoV taLe a torcI XitI ZoV. 5Iis passaHe is not XitIoVt danHer in tIe 
darL. GradVallZ tIe patI descends aHain and ZoV cross more 
landscapes tIat remind ZoV oG a dream island in tIe $ariCCean. 1lants 
dVnes and CaZs Gorm pictVresRVe vieXs. AGter aCoVt 2� minVtes ZoV Xill  
reacI -avraLas. 'rom tIere it is anotIer 2� minVtes to tIe CeacI oG 
1ZrHos. AlXaZs sticL to tIe patI marLed XitI Xooden posts. *t alXaZs 
leads close to tIe Xater. 0nce in 1ZrHos ZoV Iave several options to 
cIoose Grom. &itIer ZoV XalL CacL tIe same XaZ 	especiallZ 
recommended at late aGternoon
 or ZoV continVe on a CeaVtiGVl IiLinH 
trail toXards ,astri. 5Iis patI can also Ce sIortened IalGXaZ to AH. 
*oannis.
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Pyrgos - Kastri

%Vration� approY. �.� IoVrs

AnotIer Gantastic toVr connects 1ZrHos XitI tIe villaHe oG ,astri in tIe 
centre. 5Ie IiHIliHIts oG tIis IiLe are CotI TDFOJD and hJTtorJDaM. *t 
is XortI looLinH at tIe HroVnd reHVlarlZ as manZ Gossils potterZ 
sIards and otIer Ginds are Iidden amonH tIe loose stones. *t Hoes 
XitIoVt saZinH tIat sVcI Ginds sIoVld onlZ Ce looLed at and not taLen 
aXaZ. -et tIe island preserve its treasVres! 5Ie trail is Xell 
marLed and easZ to XalL eYcept Gor a GeX spots. .ost oG tIe time it 
Hoes sliHItlZ VpIill. ACove 1ZrHos #eacI a narroX patI leads 
toXards tIe interior oG tIe island. 5Ie Girst section rVns tIroVHI a pine 
and KVniper Gorest. 0n tIe leGt side oG tIe trail a river Ced rVns 
tIroVHI a small HorHe. *G ZoV leave tIe patI a little to tIe leGt ZoV can 
enKoZ Hreat vieXs. AGter a XIile tIe patI divides. 0n tIe riHIt it 
XoVld Ho to AmCelos and 1otamos. 8e GolloX tIe patI straiHIt 
aIead. A Girst XaZpoint is at tIe cIVrcI oG "g� (ForgJoT XIicI is 
aCsolVtelZ XortI a visit!

4ection CetXeen AHios *oannis and -avraLas
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The lighthouse/ Pharos

/ot Gar Grom tIe IiHIest point oG tIe island stands tIe old liHItIoVse � 
one oG tIe IiHIest located liHItIoVses in &Vrope. 0n most maps tIe 
CVldinH appears Vnder tIe term Ļ1haroTļ. 5Iis is simplZ tIe GreeL 
Xord Gor liHItIoVse. AGter its completion and commissioninH in ���� 
tIe liHIt Xas visiCle 4� Lilometres oVt to sea. %VrinH tIe 4econd 
8orld 8ar even tIe innocent island oG Gavdos Xas not spared 
German attacLs so tIat tIe liHItIoVse Xas also ComCed and 
destroZed. 'or a lonH time tIe place remained a rVin CeGore tIe 
toXer Xas reCVilt in 2���. )oXever tIe GacilitZ Xas never pVt into 
operation aHain. *t noX serves as a mVseVm. �1Iaros Gavdos� Ias a 
trVe Iistorical siHniGicance. 5odaZ tIe liHItIoVse is one oG tIe 
aCsolVte IiLinH and eYcVrsion destinations. :oV sIoVld deGinitelZ pVt 
a trip tIere on ZoVr planninH list. 5Ie GVll maHic oG tIis place VnGolds 
especiallZ in tIe eveninH IoVrs. )ere ZoV Xill eYperience one oG tIe 
Cest sVnsets ZoV Iave ever seen. #iH parts oG Gavdos can Ce seen 
Grom tIe liHItIoVse. 0n tIe Iori[on $rete stretcIes alonH tIe 
Iori[on line.
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1articVlarlZ impressive are tIe XIite moVntains �-eGLa 0ri� XIicI are 
over 2��� metres IiHI. 4noX can still Ce seen on tIe moVntain 
peaLs Vntil late sprinH. #etXeen $rete and Gavdos tIe small sister 
island �GavdopoVla� can also Ce clearlZ seen. *n tIe midst oG tIis 
GascinatinH scenerZ tIe sVn sinLs into tIe endless -iCZan 4ea. 
5oXards tIe soVtI a vieX into inGinitZ opens Vp. 0ne can imaHine 
tIat tIe coast oG -iCZa is visiCle. .atIematicallZ IoXever tIis sIoVld 
not Ce possiCle. 'rom tIe toXer ZoV Iave an approYimate vieXinH 
IeiHIt oG aroVnd ��� metres 	inclVdinH tIe moVntain
. AccordinH to 
tIe 1ZtIaHorean tIeorem tIe vieXinH distance to tIe Iori[on is 
aCoVt 67 Lilometres. 5Iis is not enoVHI to reacI tIe coast oG AGrica 
XIicI is almost 26� Lilometres aXaZ. 5Iat XoVld onlZ XorL iG ZoV 
Xere standinH on a moVntain over ���� metres IiHI.

#Vt XIat is tIe Cest XaZ to Het to tIis special place  .ost visitors 
reacI �1Iaros� via a CVT service in tIe late aGternoon. At sVnset an 
additional CVs service Xill Ce arranHed so tIat all onlooLers and 
tIose interested can easilZ reacI tIe liHItIoVse. 'rom AHios *oannis 
and 4araLiniLo ZoV can Ce taLen directlZ to ZoVr destination. 5Ie 
CVses also cover all tIe otIer locations. %ependinH on ZoVr cVrrent 
position ZoV can plan an eveninH detoVr to tIe liHItIoVse and Ce 
picLed Vp CZ tIe CVs in tIe aGternoon. *n tIe eveninH aGter tIe sVn 
Ias sVnL into tIe sea tIe CVses drive CacL Grom tIe liHItIoVse 
toXards ,astri 4araLiniLo and AHios *oannis. 5Ie drivers IonL several 
times to attract attention. 6nGortVnatelZ ZoV don�t Iave mVcI time. 
5Ie CVses leave aCoVt �� minVtes aGter sVnset. 5Iere Xill not Ce a 
later CVs. A visit to tIe liHItIoVse can also Ce comCined XitI a IiLinH 
toVr to 1otamos CeacI. 8alL Grom tIe CeacI CacL to AmCelos 	aCoVt 
an IoVr
 and tIen anotIer �� minVtes to 1Iaros. 5Ie liHItIoVse is 
located neYt to tIe aspIalt road tIat connects AmCelos XitI tIe otIer 
villaHes. 
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View of the lighthouse from the south

The lighthouse building with its museum-  doors are open every evening
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Cape Tripiti - the southernmost point 
of Europe

* Iave told ZoV enoVHI aCoVt tIe island�s special HeoHrapIical 
location in tIe coVrse oG tIis CooL. .anZ people do not LnoX tIat 
tIe soVtIernmost point oG tIe &Vropean continent is on Gavdos. 
AltIoVHI tIe $anarZ *slands or anZ overseas departments are 
HeoHrapIicallZ even GVrtIer soVtI tIeZ onlZ CelonH to &Vrope 
politicallZ. GeoHrapIicallZ tIe $anarZ *slands Gor eYample CelonH to 
tIe AGrican continent. 5Ie island riHItlZ Coasts tIe sloHan �5Ie 
soVtIernmost point oG &Vrope�. A sensational landscape aXaits at 
$ape 5ripiti tIat everZ visitor Xill rememCer Gor tIe rest oG tIeir lives.

5Ie name oG tIe roDL�DapF is derived Grom tIe tIree miHItZ arcIes 
tIat IolloX oVt tIe lonH rocLZ peaL. 5Iese openinHs can also Ce 
sXVm tIroVHI � a special eYperience! 5Ie cape can Ce IiLed to its 
soVtIernmost end. /o one Xill miss tIis spot CecaVse an VnVsVal 
and striLinH landmarL aXaits visitors� an oversi[ed DhaJr made oG 
Xood GiYed to a concrete GoVndation. &nHraved inscriptions remind 
ZoV XIat matters in liGe. �)appZ� �3elaY� �-ove� and otIer sIort 
anecdotes are Xritten in tIe Xood oG tIe artXorL. 5Ie cIair Xas CVilt 
CZ several islanders oG &astern &Vropean oriHin. 0ne coVld proCaClZ 
Xrite a CooL aCoVt tIe �3VTTJaOT� oO� (aWEoT�. :oV can Gind a 
sIort version oG tIeir storZ in tIis travel HVide.
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%VrinH mZ last visit to Gavdos * met a 4Xiss man XIo Xas travelinH 
CZ CiLe. )oXever Ie didn�t rent Iis CiLe on $rete or Gavdos CVt 
came all tIe XaZ Grom 4Xit[erland to tIe soVtIernmost island in 
&Vrope. 8e CotI RVicLlZ aHreed tIat Gavdos is an island tIat is 
ideal Gor eYplorinH CZ CiLe. 'ortVnatelZ ZoV don�t Iave to cZcle Grom 
4Xit[erland to enKoZ tIe pleasVre oG eYplorinH tIe soVtIernmost 
island in &Vrope CZ CiLe. 5Iere are certainlZ more comGortaCle 
alternatives. 4ince last Zear Gavdos Ias Iad a CiLe rental service Gor 
e�CiLes onlZ. 5Ie rental companZ is called �Gavdos &co AdventVres�
and rents oVt CiLes Gor �� eVros per daZ. 5Ie price per daZ is
redVced Gor lonHer rental periods. 0ne cIarHinH cZcle oG tIe rental
CiLes lasts Gor 4� to 6� Lilometers. 5Ie CiLes can Ce CooLed online
at XXX.HavdosadventVres.com. 5Iere ZoV Xill also Gind a telepIone
nVmCer and e�mail address. 5Ie rented CiLe can Ce picLed Vp at tIe
port oG ,arave or ZoV can Iave tIe CiLe delivered.

AlternativelZ ZoV can also Iire a CiLe on $rete. *n 1aleocIora Gor 
eYample some rental services are open all Zear roVnd. )oXever 
ZoV sIoVld asL tIe rental companZ XIetIer tIe rented CiLe is also 
insVred Gor tIe island oG Gavdos. Gavdos is HenerallZ verZ CicZcle�
GriendlZ. .anZ oG tIe roads are paved and even tIe Vnpaved roads 
are sVitaCle Gor cZclinH. 5Ie island is small and almost all corners 
can Ce reacIed CZ CiLe. 5Iis means ZoV don�t Iave to sticL to CVs 
timetaCles and can eYplore tIe island as ZoV XisI. &ven iG Gavdos 
appears small and Glat at Girst Hlance tIe island�s inclines sIoVld not 
Ce Vnderestimated especiallZ in tIe sVmmer montIs. 5Ie road to 
,astri and AmCelos leads steadilZ VpIill and Xill maLe ZoV sXeat�. 
5Ie compensation� 0n tIe XaZ CacL to 4araLiniLo or AHios *oannis 
ZoV can let tIe CiLe roll and enKoZ tIe soVtIern GreeL sea Cree[e on 
ZoVr Gace.
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5Iere are no otIer Gree�standinH toilet Gacilities to Ce GoVnd in 
4araLiniLo. 5Ie sitVation is diGGerent in "gJoT� *oaOOJT. /eYt to tIe 
loXer taverna �,aOtJOa� tIere is a toilet availaCle Gor Gree Vse. 
)oXever tIis CatIroom is oGten occVpied and in mZ eYperience 
not particVlarlZ clean. *G possiCle * preGer to avoid tIis place. 
Alternatives can Ce GoVnd at �-JWyLoO� and �4oGia�. As tIese are in� 
IoVse taverna toilets tIe same rVles applZ as in 4araLiniLo. 5Iis also 
applies to tIe tavernas on tIe CeacI oG ,orGos or in tIe centrallZ 
located main toXn oG ,astri.

ATMs and payment on Gavdos

/ot so lonH aHo sometIinH revolVtionarZ Iappened on Gavdos� an 
A5. Xas installed. A small macIine tIat made a CiH cIanHe. 7isitors 
and islanders Cecame more independent. A GeX Zears aHo anZone 
travellinH to Gavdos Iad to tIinL careGVllZ in advance aCoVt IoX 
mVcI moneZ tIeZ XoVld need Gor tIeir staZ. 0ne�s oXn casI sVpplZ 
alXaZs Iad to Ce XatcIed. 0nce tIe casI reserves Xere eYIaVsted 
tIe onlZ option Xas to retVrn to $rete and XitIdraX moneZ.

5Ie casI macIine is located sliHItlZ aCove tIe IarCoVr oG ,araWF. *t 
is an A5. oG tIe GreeL �1iraeVs #anL� XIicI is sVpposed to Ce 
open 24 IoVrs a daZ tIroVHIoVt tIe entire Zear. #eGore tIat a 
�&Vronet� macIine Xas located near 4araLiniLo. )oXever tIis 
macIine Xas not verZ reliaCle and Xas oGten oVt oG service. 
/evertIeless it is advisaCle to taLe a sVGGicient casI reserve XitI ZoV 
to Gavdos. At Cest enoVHI so tIat in an �emerHencZ� all costs 
incVrred on tIe island coVld Ce paid XitI tIe moneZ CroVHIt alonH. 
* XoVld not ClindlZ trVst tIe A5..
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AnZone XIo Ias Ceen on IolidaZ in Greece Xill Iave noticed tIe 
larHe nVmCer oG Gree�roaminH cats and doHs. 6nGortVnatelZ tIese 
animal popVlations are oGten oVt oG control. 6nsterilised cats and 
doHs reprodVce almost eYponentiallZ. 5Iis resVlts in Hreat animal 
sVGGerinH. 8Iile Gree�roaminH animals are reHVlarlZ Ged CZ toVrists in 
sVmmer tIe Hreat depression sets in dVrinH Xinter. 5Ie toVrists 
leave tIe islands and tIe animals are leGt alone. $ats Corn in sprinH 
do not learn IoX to Geed tIemselves and Cecome completelZ 
accVstomed to IVmans in tIeir Girst montIs oG liGe. AGter tIe tavernas 
emptZ aHain tIe animals VsVallZ Iave no cIoice CVt to searcI Gor 
leGtovers in tIe trasI Cins. .anZ oG tIe straZs Gall ill and starve to 
deatI. 6nGortVnatelZ tIere is also animal sVGGerinH on Gavdos 
altIoVHI not comparaCle XitI tIe neiHICoVrinH island oG $rete. 
5Iere are tXo larHe Gree�roaminH cat popVlations� in 4araLiniLo and 
in AHios *oannis all tIe XaZ to -avraLas. *n AHios *oannis in 
particVlar part�time or permanent residents oG tIe CeacI trZ to Hive 
tIe animals a Hood liGe. A small HroVp oG residents and travellers 
looL aGter tIe cats all Zear roVnd 	even in tIe important Xinter 
montIs
 XitI Ieart and dedication GeedinH tIem CVZinH and HivinH 
tIem medication. 5Iere is a lacL oG GVnds XIicI is XIZ everZ small 
donation in casI or Hoods is valVaCle. #eGore everZ trip * CVZ Lilos 
oG drZ Good and several montIs� XortI oG medicines in 1aleocIora 
and Hive tIe sVpplies to tIe local people. *G ZoV XoVld liLe to 
sVpport tIe cats in AHios *oannis ZoV can Gind a donation linL on mZ 
XeCsite XXX.Havdos�travellinH.
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